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with recriminations. On January 28, 1825, an
anonymous letter in the Columbian Observer of
Philadelphia made the direct charge that the
agents of Clay had offered the Kentuckian's sup-
port to both Jackson and Adams in return for an
appointment as Secretary of State, and that, while
the friends of Jackson would not descend to "such
mean barter and sale," a bargain with the Adams
forces had been duly closed. Clay's rage was un-
governable. Through the columns of the National
Intelligencer he pronounced his unknown antago-
nist "a base and infamous calumniator, a dastard
and a liar,'* called upon him to "unveil himself,"
and declared that he would hold him responsible
"to all the laws which govern and regulate men
of honor."

Two days later an obscure Pennsylvania Con-
gressman by the name of George Kremer tendered
his respects to "the Honorable H. Clay," avowed
his authorship of the communication in question,
offered to prove the truth of his charges, and closed
sententiously by affirming that as a representative
of the people he would "not fear to 'cry aloud and
spare not' when their rights and privileges are at
stake." The matter was serious, but official Wash-
ington could hardly repress a smile. Kremer was